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ST WHEN YOU THOUGHT EVERY POSSIBLE MODIFICATION

\D ALREADY BEEN CARRIED OUT IN THE SUBARU WORLD, JAP
RFORMANCE PARTS PRESENTS A WORLD FIRST - ITS NISSAN RB25-
DWERED, REAR-WHEEL DRIVE AND WIDE-BODIED IMPREZA DRIFT CAR!
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magine you had the task of convincing a line-up of Dragons’ Den-type
experts that inserting a Skyline engine into an Impreza was an idea worth
investing a lot of time and energy accomplishing. They'd probably come
up with all sorts of reasons why it was implausible — the length and weight
of the new engine block, the alliance of two possibly incompatible brands,
the untested market for future conversions of this type — and laugh the
originator of the idea out of the room with a resounding “we’re out”!

But for Sajid Moghal, proprietor of second-hand car parts specialist Jap
Performance Parts (JPP) in Crawley, West Sussex, it was those supposed
issues that made the thought of this conversion so attractive, irrespective of
the difficulties involved, Nobody had ever tried something like this before,
and for a company looking to make a name for itself with an exciting new
entry in the competitive drift arena, the element of surprise should not be
underestimated. If successful it would be a marketing dream; and if not...
well, the general public need never know.

So it was with a feeling of nervous bravado that Sajid and his team of
dismantling experts began stripping the front ends of a 1998 GC8 Impreza
and 1994 R33 Skyline GTS in preparation for their hopeful hybridisation. The
Impreza was a sound and sought-after ST IV Type R coupé that, for some
unknown reason, had been hanging around unsold, while the Nissan was a
visually tatty drifter with a monster engine setup.

Sajid was aware of his team’s limitations and knew that external help
would be needed to progress the project at a decent pace. So once the
Impreza’s engine had been removed and the front crossmember and
suspension reinstated, the rolling chassis accompanied a van full of Skyline
running gear to Dennis and Paul Randle of PR Developments (PRD) in
Leicestershire. This father and son team specialises in all things Subaru, and
was apparently the first outfit of its kind to install New Age running gear into
a Classic Impreza shell - knowledge that would prove invaluable later on. It
was now the Randles’ unenviable task to elevate the project to a stage where
the Nissan engine was installed and could be fired up.

Physically hanging a different engine and gearbox in the vacant bay of a
hast vehicle is quite simple; it is the successful positioning and mounting that
normally poses problems. Fortunately, aligning the Nissan's gear lever with the
respective hole in the Subaru’s transmission tunnel located the new engine
slap-bang in the middle of the bay. But such was the length of the RB that it
couldn’t be squeezed between the Impreza's front slam panel and bulkhead,
at least not without removing the original top gearbox mount and clutch servo.
Similarly, the transmission tunnel was too tight to frame the Nissan gearbox.

However, with the redundant Subaru gearbox mount taken out of the
equation, some of the tunnel's supporting framework removed, and the front
slam panel turned into an easily removable section, a little persuasion was all
it took to drop the straight six in with sufficient clearance all round... until its
descent was abruptly stopped by the sump hitting the front crossmember,
that is. Resting here, the engine stood so far proud of the bonnet line that it
looked like a deployed jack-in-the-box.

It was essential to retain the Subaru crossmember in some form, as itis a
structural component that is also used to support the lower suspension
arms. A huge, sump-shaped swathe was therefore cut through the centre
portion of the member, and then reinforced in such a way so that the sump
poked through like a key in a lock. The strength of this cut-and-shut member
had to be incontrovertible, as it also needed to provide location points for the
two engine mounts.

Nissan'’s practice for hanging RB engines is surprisingly simple, involving
just two mounts on the front subframe and a third mount further back that is
more of a supporting prop for the gearbox. The two foremost points are
angled to stop side-to-side and twisting movements by the engine, while the
rear limits fore/aft shifting. So with a mixture of custom and modified Nissan
mounts added to the Subaru’s revised architecture, the tall new powerplant



















